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EARTH-QUAKE 


A PORT-ROYAL in JAMAICA» 
Written in two Letters from the MINISTER of that Place, 


From abzard the Granada in Port-Royal Horbour ; June 222 1692. 
Licenced, September gth, x 692, 
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Dear Friend , Sent! cs; 
abt not but you will both frem Gazets, and Letters bear of the great Calamity that bath; befallen 

yes Iſland by i Terrible E ARTHYOU ARE, on the 5th, Inftant, which bath thrgwn dewn 
| almoit all the Honſes, Churches, Sugac- Works , Mills and Bridyes through the whole Country, It 

tore the Rocks and Mountains, and deſtroyed fome whole Plantations, and threw tbeeg:ints the Seg,, 
Port. Royal had much the greatelt ſhare in this terrible Judgement of God, I will tbereforg\be more, 
ular in giving you an Account of its proceedings in that Place, chat you may know what, my Daigar,: -. 

and how unexpe&ted my Preſervation, On Wedneſday the 3th, day of June I bad bety "7. 
ting Prayers, which 1 did every day fince I was Reftor of Port: Royal, to keep up ſome ſhew, gf Relp + 
among a moſt Ungodly D-bauched People, and was gone to a place bard by the Charch, where: th be 

hants uſe to meet, and where the Preſident of the Council was, who ats now in Chief, till-we bave-. 

7 Governor ; who came into my Company, and engaged me to takea Glaſs of Worm-eweed Wine with 
82 whet before Dinner, he being my very great friend, I ayed with him, apon which þe lighted, a 


of Tobacco, which he was pretty long of taking ; and nat being willing to leave him before bo er 


ained me from going to Dinner to one Captain Ruden's, where I was to Dine) whoſe Hbol 7 
bf Concaſſiou ſunk firſt into the Tarth, and then into the Sea, with his Wife 5nd Family; and ( r 
come to Dine with bim ; had I beentbere I bad beenloſt, Buy to return 'ta the Prefident, «hU'hid 
f Tobacco; before that was out, I found che ground cowling and moving under my fees, upon which 

to him, Lord, Sir, what is rbio? He replyed very campoſed, being a very grave Man , Irs an Barb; 
 b: ot afraid, it a0 ſoon be over, Bat it increaſed, and we heard the Church and Tower fall, bpoo 
b, we canto fave our ſedves ; I quickly loft him, and made towards Morgen Fort, which being a. de 
place» Tthought to be there ſecuceſt from the falling Houſes ; But as I made toward it, Ifaw the Earth 
and ſwallow up a multitude of People, and the Sea mounting in upon vs ever the Fortjfications, I 
bk: aGde all henghe of eſcaping, and reſolved tonnake toward my own Ledping, and there t#:meet 

in as pood a pollure as I cou'd; From the Plate where I was, I was forced to croſs and run 1 Wo 4 
or three very narrow Streets, the Houſes and Walls fell on each fide of me, ſome Brick came rowh 

nay ſhooes, but none burt me ; when Icame ts 1 1.--00ging, I fond there all things in the fame order 
hem, net a Picture, of which there were ſeveral fair ones in my Chamber, being gut of its plate, '! 
to my Balcavey to view the Street in which our Houſe iacd, and ſaw never a Houſe down there, nor 

md {0 much as erack'd ; the People ſeeing me there, cry'd out to me to come and Pray with them : 
1 came intothe Street every one laid hold on my Cloaths and embraced me, that with their fear and 
ſs I was lmeft fiifled : I perſwaded them at laſt to kneel down and make a large Ring, which they did, 

I with them neat an hour, when 1 was almoft fpene withthe heat of the Sun, and the exetciſe, they 
rought me a Chair, the Earth working all the while with new mottens, and tremblings, like the raw- 
ff the Sea, inſomuch that when 1 was at Prayer 1 could hardly keep my (eff apen my knees, By that 
Ihad been half an hour longer with them, in ſetting before their Sins and heinens Pravacations, and 
puſly exhorting them to Repentance, there came forme Merchants to me of the Place, who defired me 
aboard ſome Ship in the Harbor and refreſh my felf, telling me that they had gotten a Boat te carrie 
t; fo coming to the Sea, which had intirely ſwallowed up the Wharf, with all thoſe goodly Brick 
s Upon it, moſt of them as fine as thoſe in Chep/de, and ewo intire Streets beyond that, I upen the 

ſome Houſes which Jay levelled with the fartace of the Water, got firſt into a Canoe, and inte. 

Boat, which put me aboard a Ship called the Sram Merchant , where I faund the Preſident ſafe, 
was eh" ary to ſee me ; therefore I continued that night, but could not feep for the cetarrs of the 

quake almoſt every bour, which made all the Guns in the Ship to jarr and rattle ; The next day I 

Ship to Ship to Viſit thoſe that were bruiſed, and a dying, and to pray with them, mnd likewiſe 
the laſt Office atthe finking of ſeveral Corps that came floating from the Pojnr, which indeed had been 
nowful, Employment ever {ince I came aboard this Ship with deſign to come for Emgland, we having 
be but ſhakings of the Eacth, and Thunder and Lightning, and foul Weather ever fivcs + and the Peos 
eng ſo deſperatly wicked, it makes me afraid to ſtay in the place ; for that very day this *exrible facth; 
was, as ſoon as night came on, a Company of lewd Rogues whom they call P:ivaroers, £11 tg break: 
zen Ware-houſes, and Hcufes deſerted, to Rod and Rifle their Neighbors wilt the Earth trembled 

them, and fome of the Houſes fell on them in the AR; And thoſe aud-cicus Whores that remain 
dn the Place .are as imp:dent and dinnk az ever, I bave been twiſe on ſhore t9 pray with the Brui- 
ſed 
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bow; it will, look very unnatural to leave them in their diſtreſs, and therefore what ever 1 ſuffer, I 1 


— 


ſed ard Dying People, and to Chriſten Children , where I met too many Drunk and Swearing, 1 did - 
ſpare them, ner the Magiltrats neither, who bave ſuffered Wickedneſs te grow to fo great a bight ; 1k. 
I bleſs Ged, to the beſt of my $kill and power diſcharged my Dury in this place, which you will beacf Us 
molt Perfons that come trom hence; 1 have Preached (@ ſeaſa.ably ta them, and fo plain in the laſt & © 
mon I Preached to themin the Church ; I tet before them what would be the iſſue of their Impeniteſ#5 
and Wickednels , that they bave lince confeſſed, that it was mere like a Propheſie than a Sermon : 1 hy 
contels, an impulſe on me te doit; And many times I have preached in this Pulpic, things that I never 
meditated at home, and could ngt me-thought do otherways, The day when all this befel us was 
clear afferded net the ſufpition of the leatt evil ; but in the ipace of three Minutes, about half an hor 
ter Eleven in the Morning, Port Royal, the faireltl Town of all the Eng/ſb Plantations, the beſt £m 
and Mart of this part ef the Werld, exceediog in its Riches, plentitul ot all good Things, was ſhake 
ſhattered to pieces, and ſunk into, and cevered for the greatelt part, by the Sea, and will in a ſhort tim 
wholly eaten up by it, for few ot thoſe beufes that yet Rand, are left whele, and every day we hear 
fail, and the Sea daily incroaches upen it ; V Ve guels, that by the falling of the Houſes, and che opel 
of the Earth, and the Inundatiou of the Waters, there are loſt Fifteen Hundred Perſ@ns, and many of lin 
note, of whem my good friend Attorney General Muſgrove, Provoſt Marſhal Reves anather, my Lora 
cretafy Reves another, YFilliam Turner, Thomas Turner's Brather is loſt, Mr, Swymer eſcaped, but bis | 
mate Mr. Watts is loſt, > hit 
I came, Itold you, on board this Ship in order to come home, but the People are ſo impertuvate widii'* 
te ſtay, I know not what te ſay to them, I mult undergs great hardſhip it I continue here, the Conf © 
being broken all to pieces and diſſetled ; I muſt live jv a Hutt, eat Yams, and Plantants for Bread, p of 
I could never endure ; drink Rumm-punch and Water, which were never pleaſing to me. I have WWiSis 
to ſend-a younger Perſon; who may better endure the Fatigue ot it than I can ; But if I ſhould leave 


J 
not have ſach a blame lye at my door, I am refoly'd, That by reafon of the preſent diſtreſs, to contineg) 6 
them a Year longer; They are going all in haſte ta build a new Town near the Rock in Linuave 
Guardian of this Ifland, The French from Pituguaveir did attack this Iland on the Ncrth fide bu 
all defeated and deſtroyed, it being about the time of the Earth-quake, 


Tune 28, 1692; | 
Ver fince that faral day, the moſt terrible that ever I ſaw in my life, I have lived on Board a Sh 
4+ © the ſhaking of the Earth return every now and then; Yeſterday we had a very great one, but 
-+*- - Jeſs terrible on Ship board than on Shoar , yer I have ventur'd to Port Royal no leſs than three 
—m— ſince its deſolation, among the ſhattered Houſes to bury rhe Dead, and pray with the Sick, ar 
ſten;che Chilaren. Sunday laſt I preached among them in a Tent, the Houſes that remain being ſo ſhartei 
I durſt aor yenture to preach in them, the People are overjoy'd ro ſee me among them, and wiprt bitterh 
I preached to them : I hope by this terrible Judgement, God will make them reform their lives, for th 
nor a more ungodly People on the Face of the Earth. Ir is a ſad fight to ſee all this Harbor, one of th 
ang goodlieft 1 ever ſaw,, covered with the dead Bodies of People of ali conditions, floating up and dow £4; 
our burial, tor our famous Barial Place, called rhe Paliiſadves was deftroyed by the Earth-quake ,- and WE us 
withed the Carkaſſes of thoſe that were buried our of their Graves, their Tombs being daſhed to piecesfiall int 
Earthquake, of which there were hunders in that place: Multitudes of Rich Men are utterly ruin'd, whil «x 
hate were. poor, by watching opportunities, and ſearching the wrack'd and ſunk Houſes, even almoſt 
®arrh-quake laſted, and terror and amazement were-upon all the conſiderable People, have gotten-grear*”” 
We have had Accounts from ſeveral parts of theſe Iſlands of the Miſchiefs done by the Earth: quake; þ 
Apps, we hear of aboye tooo Acres of Wood-land changed into the Seca, and carried with it whole Planiif 
but. no place ſuffered like Port Royal, where whole'Streers were ſwallowed up by the opening Earth, Muarar 
Houfes and Inhabxants went down together ! Some of them were driven up again by the Sea, which aroſe thi 
breaches, and wonderfully eſcaped : ſome' were ſwallowed up tothe Neck, and then the Earth ſhut upon th S 
ſqueezed them to death; and in that manner ſeveral are buried with their Heads above ground, only ſoniff ſo.d 
the Dogs have eaten: others are covered with duſt and earth by the People which yet remain in the _plagſÞaſhon 
-vojd. the ſtink. Thus I have told you along and a fad Story; and GOD knows what worſe may happen yablith 
'People tell me, thar they. hear great Bellowings and Noiſes in the Mountains, which makes ſome verif,. th 
' henfive 'of an eruption of Fire, if ſo, it will, I fear,, be more deſtructive than the Earthquake. IT amW, - * 
*ſtay, and yer I know not how, in point of Conſcience, at ſuch a junQure as this, to quire my Station, WEy it 
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